RESERVATION RIGHTS
The Missoula Public Art Committee is designated
to review, advocate and develop public art
projects in the City of Missoula. Since 1985, it has
strived to develop a formal structure in which to
create, develop and maintain public art as well as
further public accessibility to the arts.
The City of Missoula Public Art Committee
reserves the right at any time to supplement,
amend or otherwise modify this solicitation and
to request additional or supplemental information
or proposals from any or all participating artists.
In addition, the City reserves the right to accept
or reject, at any time prior to the commissioning
of a work, any or all proposals or any part thereof
submitted in connection with this solicitation; to
waive any defect or technicality; and to advertise
for new proposals where the acceptance, rejection
waiver, or advertisement would be in the best
interests of the City. The City also reserves the
right to negotiate unacceptable provisions
incorporated within an otherwise acceptable
proposal. A proposal which is incomplete,
unclear, conditional or which contains
irregularities of any kind, may be rejected without
evaluation.
Failure to comply with proposal requirements
described in the prospectus will constitute an
invalid application.

WE’RE HERE TO HELP!
Questions related to this proposal may be
directed to:
Doug Olson
Tel: 406-550-0453
Email: mexico@bresnan.net
Subject: Silver Park Art Project
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The City of Missoula Public Art Committee, in collaboration
with the Morris and Helen Silver Foundation, seeks an artist
or artist team to create a major integrated artwork for the
newly constructed Silver Park.
This is an open invitation to artists in Montana, students and
alumni of the University of Chicago, and the United States.

Submit all proposals at
CityofMissoulaPublicArtCommittee.Submittable.com/submit

THE CITY OF MISSOULA
PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE
Established in 1985 and reaffirmed in 2002, the City of
Missoula Public Art Committee endeavors to develop a
collection of public art that is of the highest quality, that
encompasses a broad aesthetic range reflecting the City and
the minds of its citizens, improves the quality of life in the
area, is accessible to all individuals, and is a source of pride
to all residents.
The Committee reviews permanent works of art proposed
on, in, or over City owned property. To that end, the
Committee is honored to request your participation in this
invitation. Public art serves as a visual landmark within the
built environment and, most importantly, an expression of
our community. Public art provides inspiration to all
Missoulians and visitors as a means to appreciate artwork
outside the traditional museum or gallery setting and within
the public realm.
Missoula Percent for Art Projects are site specific,
legacy works that engage a variety of media—mosaic,
painting, glass, sculpture, and works that integrate landscape, infrastructure, and architecture.
This commission challenges artists to reflect the diversity
of the Missoula community, and integrate and enhance the
site and public space.

BUDGET
The total budget established for this project is $75,000,
funded with a generous grant from the Morris & Helen Silver Foundation. This budget includes (but is not limited
to): artist fees, design costs, engineering fees, fabrication,
installation, photography, insurance, and all taxes. Travel to
Missoula and/or accommodation is at the artist’s expense.

LOCATION
Originally owned by Modern Plumbing and Building
Supply in the 1930s and more recently by the Morris &
Helen Silver Foundation, Silver Park is a 15-acre public
space today owned by the City of Missoula, and dedicated
to the legacy of the Silver family. Situated along the river,
it connects to and extends Missoula’s beautiful river trail
system. Just west of and contiguous to McCormick Park
and Ogren Park Allegiance Field, Silver Park follows the
Clark Fork riverfront as far as the California Street pedestrian bridge, and is integrated with the soon to be developed
multi-use Old Sawmill District just to the south.

PROJECT GOALS

HISTORY
Already a lovely, highly utilized public space featuring
McCormick Park, Silver Lagoon, the MOBASH skate park,
Currents Aquatics Center, and Ogren Park Allegiance Field,
Silver Park is the important next step in the revitalization of
the length of riverfront from Orange Street to Russell Street.
This valley has been an important transportation corridor
and encampment for millennia, used especially by the
original inhabitants, the Salish, the Kootenai, the Pend
d’Oreille, and occasionally the Blackfeet, Shoshone, and
Nez Perce peoples. A variety of peoples also used the valley
as a throughway to the bison hunting ranges of the east side
of the divide. The Lewis and Clark Expedition famously
passed through the area in 1805 and 1806. The first wagon
road through the Northern Rockies, the Mullan Road, arrived
by 1860, leading to permanent settlement of the area, and the
establishment of Missoula as a mill town. The arrival of the
Northern Pacific Railroad in 1883 further expanded
Missoula’s economic growth. Logging and milling would
remain the mainstay of Missoula’s economy into the 1980s,
but mostly vanish by the 1990s.
Looking at Silver Park and the Clark Fork today, it is hard to
imagine that for almost 100 years logs were floated and
lumber was processed by a large sawmill complex in the
heart of town. The 46-acre mill site was an integral part of
Missoula’s commerce and growth, until finally vacated about
20 years ago. Brownfield status from the Environmental
Protection Agency marked the mill site as a prime candidate
for a public-private partnership to renew the site into homes,
shops, offices and the 15-acre Silver Park. Following an
environmental assessment, a plan was developed in coordination with the Montana Department of Environmental
Quality calling for the removal and disposal of the site’s
contaminated soils.

REUSE AND RENEWAL
Most of the materials removed from the mill site have been
salvaged and cleverly repurposed for other uses in the parks
rehabilitation and restoration. For example, 15,000 tons of
wood waste was removed from the site and composted and
reused in city parks. Old concrete foundations were
unearthed and crushed, then used. Abandoned buildings
were deconstructed and the materials used to build the
expertly crafted shelters recently erected by crews of
volunteers in Silver Park.
Following a juried process to select the design, the Timber
Framers Guild, a nonprofit organization dedicated to teaching the art of timber framing, provided five teachers and
thirty volunteers for the construction of these beautiful and
masterfully assembled shelters. In addition, the builders
followed a design that utilized old, sturdy timbers and corten
metal salvaged from the site. Silver Park’s shelters embody
the care, craftsmanship, and creativity that this art call hopes
to see realized in the final sculpture.
A mixed use development called the Old Sawmill District
will be constructed directly south of Silver Park,
consisting of a blend of residential, retail, and commercial
spaces planned to integrate with Missoula’s recreational river front commons.

The selected artist or artist team will create an original
artwork to be placed in Silver Park. The artwork to be
selected will be centrally located in a vibrant public space
adjacent to the Clark Fork River, and experienced primarily
by visitors relaxing or recreating on foot and by bicycle.

A TRIBUTE TO THE SILVER FAMILY’S VISION
The Silver family has been leaders in both the business and
the philanthropic communities for generations. As business
leaders, the Silver family established a legacy of caring for
their employees by saving jobs during tough economic
downturns, and paying college tuition for workers and their
families. Today, the Morris and Helen Silver Foundation
continues the vision of the family’s commitment to
Missoula’s well-being and progress through generous
grants to organizations throughout the city.
Silver Park is a symbol of the Silver Family’s progressive
values of community centered farsightedness and allowing
human ingenuity to take its course. These values
acknowledge and support Missoula’s development from a
natural resource based economy to a more diversified,
complex market place. This evolution is clear in the
repurposing of the former mill site from heavy industry to a
parkland for the community to recreate and enjoy our
town’s beautiful riverside. A short time ago, the 15 acres of
industrial brownfield that were once part of the largest industrial complex in Missoula presented a predicament to
town leaders. But with the cooperation of local government
and the innovative determination of local businesses, the
land has now been revitalized and reclaimed for a new
generation of users.

The Public Art Committee expects the work to be an iconic
and enduring landmark of the highest quality in both
execution and concept. The commissioned work can be
in any durable medium. The Public Art Committee
encourages proposals that balance the artistic design in the
artwork with the setting, history, and re-purposing theme of
Silver Park. Though well-integrated into its site, the
artwork should be very legible as an autonomous artistic
intervention in the landscape. At the same time, the artwork
must permit the uses and functions of its larger context.
Artwork must be safe, durable and low-maintenance in the
Missoula climate and park environment.
Following approval of an art concept, the selected artist or
artist team will continue on with design development and
implementation of the artwork.
The centerpiece sculpture is meant to commemorate the
Silver Family’s enterprising vision and commitment to
Missoula’s progress. The following points are offered as
inspiration for the artwork.
 The sculpture should be a unique artwork of








outstanding quality that will bring enduring focus to
Morris and Helen Silver’s profound imprint on
Missoula history.
The sculpture should use the approaches and
techniques of contemporary art, but still pay homage
to Missoula's progressive roots and forward-thinking
values.
The sculpture must be cohesive with Silver Park’s
tone and development as a whole.
The sculpture must reflect the values of the Silver
family: progress, transformation, providing jobs in
hard times, enriching Missoula, giving to those in
need, valuing education.
The sculpture must be completed in 2015 Spring/
Summer, with an unveiling event in warm weather of
2015.

SELECTION PROCESS
Phase I: NEW SUBMISSION DEADLINE October 6, 2014!
A Selection Committee consisting of members of the
City of Missoula Public Art Committee along with representatives of the F. Morris & Helen Silver Foundation, the
Missoula Redevelopment Agency, the Old Saw Mill District, and the Riverfront Neighborhood Council, will review
all submissions. From this review, and based on the criteria
listed below, a short list of artists or artist teams will be recommended to be contracted to create concept proposals.

SUBMISSION CRITERIA
1. Proposals for new works must include a scaled and
detailed color drawing, model, or digital image that is
clearly indicative of the final artwork. Proposals for
existing works must include details of size, weight,
materials, installation requirements, and a discussion
of why the artwork is appropriate for the art call’s
space.
2. Durable exterior materials such as paint, ceramic,
metal, and stone, will be considered. However,
maintenance free work consisting of robust and
timeless materials, suitable to Missoula’s climate and
with precautions against vandalism is preferred. The
piece should be structurally sound and designed in
concert with advice from a structural engineer to
mitigate liability for the City of Missoula. A structural
engineer’s services are offered free of charge to all
finalists.
3. Artistic excellence and innovation.
4. Ability to create quality art work appropriate in
concept, materials, and scale for the project.
5. Demonstrated adherence to schedules, deadlines,
project requirements, and budgets.
6. Experience working efficiently, collegially, and
collaboratively with design professionals and civic
agencies in design and execution.
7. Availability for the finalist artist interviews in
September.
8. Availability to design work in fall of 2014 and install
by summer of 2015.

APPLICATION INFORMATION
Note: Incomplete applications will not be
considered.
The City of Missoula Public Art Committee encourages
and welcomes all qualified artists to submit. Qualified
artists are defined as having specialized training in the
field or a history of having exhibitions as an artist, and
who are recognized as artists by peers and arts professionals.
To be considered, artists must submit the application via
the Missoula Public Art Committee’s Submittable
website: https://

Site: Looking South.

cityofmissoulapublicartcommittee.submittable.com/submit.

1. Proposal Description/Artist’s Statement
explaining the artist’s concept, design, and
approach to the project.
2. Artists must submit five images illustrating
strong examples of work appropriate to the
project.
3. Though not required, the Committee prefers
applicants with public art experience and the
proven ability to complete substantial
commissions. The images submitted should
reflect this ability.
4. If the artist is presenting proposals that include
existing artwork, please also furnish images of
the artwork from multiple viewpoints.
5. Label each image with name, title, size,
installation location if appropriate, and numbered
to correspond with an attached annotated list.
6. Please do not include website addresses or links
directing the Selection Committee to examples
of your work. Please select and present to the
committee the five works which best illustrate
your abilities.
7. Current resume detailing your experience as an
artist and any past public art projects.
8. Professional References: Please list two
individuals who can speak to your public art
experience and/or commissioned art experience
and/or can speak to your artistic capabilities.

Site: Looking Southeasterly.

Site: Looking East.

Phase II:
Finalists will be offered a design fee of $500 to develop
their concepts in detail. Finalists will make a personal
presentation to the selection committee on their concept
and answer any questions. The selection committee will
recommend one proposal be commissioned. The winning
artist will be announced by FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5,
2014. All participants will be notified of the selection in
writing. A standard public art contract will be executed
thereafter between the artist and the City of Missoula. The
Selection Committee will work with the artist on a
completion date, with the goal of summer 2015.

Site: Looking West

THE PROJECT: SITE SPECIFICATION

TIMELINE OVERVIEW
NEW SUBMISSION DEADLINE:
MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2014

This project involves the direct commission of
artwork for Silver Park in Missoula, MT. There is one location provided by the Public Art Committee:

SITE: Tribute Pedestal to the north of the Pavilion.
The location for this call is centrally located in the Park,
and spatially ties into the main Pavilion building to the
south. This site will enjoy lots of interaction from visitors,
and can be seen from most everywhere in the park. A
pedestal has been built by the Parks Department that will
function as the base for the chosen proposal. This existing
triangular shaped pedestal includes a bench-like perimeter
wall. Inside this "seating wall", is a continuous poured
concrete slab with 3 flush mounted lights for up-lighting
the work. NOTE: The drawings and photos of the pedestal included in this call are to be used for reference
only. Artists are responsible for verifying existing conditions and dimensions prior to making final proposals
or commencing work.

Submissions Due:
Monday, October 6, 2014, no later than 5:00 pm.
Selection Committee Review:
Tuesday, October 14 - Thursday, October 16, 2014.
Finalists Announced:
Monday, October 20, 2014.
Finalists Develop Scale Models for Interview:
Tuesday, October 21 - Sunday, December 1, 2014.
Selection Committee Interviews Finalists:
Tuesday, December 2 - Thursday, December 4,
2014.
Commission Awarded:
Friday, December 5, 2014.
Preferred deadline for installation:
Summer, 2015. The exact date will be scheduled
between the artist, the City of Missoula Public Art
Committee Chair and a City of Missoula
Representative.

PEDESTAL DIMENSIONS:
 the perimeter is approximately
30' long x 19' wide with
“radius’ed” corners.
 the perimeter seating wall is 23"
tall x 18" wide.
 the slab is recessed 16" into the
perimeter wall.

19’-0”

