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A Forgotten Cemetery
Missoula’s first cemetery lies beneath this neighborhood. The final 
resting place for early Missoula settlers, it fell into disrepair in the 
1880s. At this time, Missoula’s Chinese community began using it as 
burial grounds. By 1914, few Chinese people remained in Missoula, 
and a new neighborhood hid the cemetery. Today, bones still emerge 
during landscaping and redevelopment.

Missoula’s early Chinese community was a 
lively and flourishing part of the city. The 
first Chinese residents arrived in 1865 from 
nearby mines. Finding a town of opportunity, 
Front Street became the center of Chinatown 
with laundries and restaurants. While national 
efforts to reduce Chinese immigrants were 
successful, Missoula’s community grew. This 
changed in 1892 when four Chinese workers 
were killed in a labor dispute. No known 
descendants of families remain in Missoula. 

Missoula’s Historic Chinese Community

Funeral 
processions 
could be large 
and observed 
by the whole 
community.
Missoula  
Weekly Gazette,  
March 25, 1891.

Above is the only known 
surviving photograph of 
Chinese burial in Montana. 
Researchers estimate that 
as many as fifty unmarked 
graves remain at the site.
Photo courtesy of private collection.

The Chinese community was known 
for its large funeral processions 
which would draw the attention of 
the entire town.
Photo courtesy of private collection.

1880s Rattlesnake cemetery

Some of Missoula’s 
Chinese businesses are 
listed in this directory. 
Photo: Huang, J., 黄金. (1913). International 
Chinese Business Directory of the World.  
San Francisco: International Chinese 
Business Directory Co. 
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