
Northside/Westside Neighborhood Council  

General Meeting Minutes 

Date: January 23, 2019 

Time: 6:00 to 8:00 PM 

Location: Burns Street Bistro, 1500 Burns St. 

Missoula, MT 59808 

80 persons in attendance-notes by Vicki Mikolajczyk 

1. Welcome and Food: Elissa moderated the meeting 
2. Missoula Neighborhood Watch updates:  Tony Rollin, Chair of MNW Board, and Officer Ethan Smith  

Tony Rollin-Neighborhood Watch is active in this neighborhood-Thanks! 

Officer Ethan Smith- In response to public input, the police department has taken a more proactive 
approach: more visible presence, more police patrols and hiring more personnel.  He is coordinating 
Neighborhood Watch with free training on how to avoid neighborhood crime. 

Community Questions Answered by Officer Ethan Smith: 

Is Poverello Center the cause of increased petty crime, drug use and problems in the community? 

“Not necessarily.  Poverello does not allow persons under the influence of drugs and alcohol at their center.  
Some problems result from Poverello’s presence, but not all.  Do your part-do not leave your cars unlocked, 
do not leave your purse, laptop or other valuables in your car, lock your doors. 

3. Russell Street update:  Katie Klietz, Account Executive, Big Sky Public Relations 

Trying to stay on schedule, project should be completed by late summer. Bridge will be taller with lighting 
all around, safer for pedestrians.  

Community Questions Answered by Katie: 

Are bicycles causing problems on pedestrian bridge?  Somewhat, but places with more people around are 
safer. 

4.  Affordable Housing and Westside’s designation as an Opportunity Zone-Eran Pehan, Director, 
Housing and Community Development with Montana James and Colin Woodrow 

Wants to attract investors, wants community input through Neighborhood Councils and talking to local 
bankers.  Colin Woodrow comments that they are shaping new growth through coordination between city 
and county. They are recognizant of the need to maintain older neighborhoods by helping elderly and those 
on fixed incomes. 

Community Questions Answered by Eran: 

Will there be undue pressure from City, State and Federal Governments for projects?  Are you considering 
low income housing?  Are you considering the social impact of high-density housing?  No top-down 
mandate from government.  Low income housing is definitely in the works.  High-density impact is a 
challenge that people everywhere must face-Missoula will rise to the challenge. 



5. Poverello Center updates:  Amy Allison Thompson, Executive Director 

The center serves four to five hundred meals a day using donated food; shelters 175 persons in winter and 
150 persons sheltered during summer; provides two year housing to help veterans get on their feet, plus 
has 20 more units for veterans; provides medical help; have a Homeless Outreach Team (HOT) of girls that 
approach the homeless people to help them get out of the cold.  They are trying to do clean-up and other 
projects in an effort to be considerate to neighbors.  Amy invited neighbors to tour the center. 

Community Comments and Questions: 

I do not feel safe in this neighborhood since Poverello moved here.  Our neighborhood culture has changed.  
Are you presently working with the motel owners near there?  Answer:  That issue has just come up.  We 
are looking at that. 

6. Election of Leadership Team Members:  Jane Kelly 

Three new volunteers for the Leadership Team.  Coby Gierke motions and Dave Mikolajczyk seconds to 
accept new members to the Leadership Team.  Everyone present vote Aye. 

New members:  Vickie Mikolajczyk, Mikyla Veis, and Randall Gunn. 

7. Q & A with City Council—Bryan Von Lossberg, Mirtha Becerra, and Heidi West answered questions 
from the neighbors.  Lisa Beczkiewicz of the County Health Department reported that the Invest 
Health group canvassed the neighborhood, and everyone wanted sidewalks so they will do more 
research through the neighborhood. 

Heidi West announced that the West Side Park Plan Meeting is on Jan. 29, 2019 at Lowell School 
and Free Community Dinner at Burn Street Bistro is on Feb. 10, 2019 at 6:00—8:00 pm. 

 
8. Announcements:  Tony Rollin talked about the CERT program (Community Emergency Response 

Team.  He solicited volunteers after the meeting. 
 

9. Adjournment:  Jane Kelly was asked how to adjourn the meeting and said, vote with your feet!    
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