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From: Barry Dutton
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site; bcc@missoulacounty.us; Jerry Marks; Grp. Parks Website Contacts;


rob.chaney@missoulian.com; news@mtpr.org; news@kpax.com
Subject: Lets Heal Our Open Space Before We Get More
Date: Sunday, June 14, 2020 6:52:08 PM
Attachments: Weedifesto.pdf


Attached is information I will present to City Council during the public comment period at 6
pm tomorrow.  It represents 20 years of frustration about Open Space management. Please
contact me if you have any questions or comments.  I appreciate your interest!


Barry L. Dutton
Professional Soil Scientist
Land & Water Consulting
2815 Tivoli Way
Missoula, MT  59802
406-240-7798
 
 








From: Ava Huntley
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Date: Sunday, June 14, 2020 9:00:06 PM


My name is Ava Huntley and I am a resident of Ward 3. I am writing to demand that the City
Council adopts a budget that prioritizes community well-being and redirects funding away
from the police.


Many Montanans may be tempted to think the unique nature of such a vast, yet sparsely-
populated state minimizes the likelihood of police brutality in our small city communities.
However, as reported by the Billings Gazette last year, Montana ranked ninth in killings by
police per capita. In 2017, the Great Falls Tribune reported Montana police killings reached a
total higher than the previous six years. These figures are alarming, but don’t tell the full story.
Under Montana Code § 2-6-102 and Article II, Section 10 of the Montana Constitution, police
disciplinary records are exempt from disclosure if there is an "individual privacy interest that
clearly exceeds the merits of public disclosure." Montana police forces operate within a
culture of impunity, and as the members of the communities they are supposed to be
protecting, we can’t even begin to grasp the scope of their violence.


We are in the midst of widespread upheaval over the systemic violence of policing. Empty
gestures and suggestions of “reform” are inadequate and unacceptable. I am demanding that
real change be made to the way this city allocates its resources.


Support for communities in need is necessary now, more than ever. I am demanding that the
City Council meaningfully defund the Missoula Police Department. I join the calls of those
across the country to defund the police. I am demanding a budget that adequately and
effectively meets the needs of at-risk Missoula residents during this trying and uncertain time.
I am demanding a budget that supports community wellbeing, rather than empowering the
police forces that tear them apart.


As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to represent your
constituents. I am urging you to completely revise the budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year,
and to fund the social programs proven to be more effective than policing at promoting
community safety and equity. Have the courage to be a leader of the change this city, state,
and country desperately needs.


Thank you for your time,
Ava Huntley
430 S 5th St. #C9



mailto:avachuntley@gmail.com
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From: Sean Rudolf
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Please allow MPD funds to be redirected into the Missoula community!
Date: Sunday, June 14, 2020 6:23:51 PM


My name is Sean Rudolf and I am a resident of Missoula, Ward 1. In light of you and the new
police chief holding a recent Q&A on facebook I had a few concerns. I am writing to demand
that the City Council adopts a budget that prioritizes community well-being and redirects
funding away from the police. Many Montanans may be tempted to think the unique nature of
such a vast, yet sparsely-populated state minimizes the likelihood of police brutality in our
small city communities. However, as reported by the Billings Gazette last year, Montana
ranked ninth in killings by police per capita. In 2017, the Great Falls Tribune reported
Montana police killings reached a total higher than the previous six years. These figures are
alarming, but don’t tell the full story. Under Montana Code § 2-6-102 and Article II, Section
10 of the Montana Constitution, police disciplinary records are exempt from disclosure if there
is an "individual privacy interest that clearly exceeds the merits of public disclosure." Montana
police forces operate within a culture of impunity, and as the members of the communities
they are supposed to be protecting, we can’t even begin to grasp the scope of their violence.
We are in the midst of widespread upheaval over the systemic violence of policing. Empty
gestures and suggestions of “reform” are inadequate and unacceptable. I am demanding that
real change be made to the way this city allocates its resources. Support for communities in
need is necessary now, more than ever. I am demanding that the City Council meaningfully
defund the Missoula Police Department. I join the calls of those across the country to defund
the police. I am demanding a budget that adequately and effectively meets the needs of at-risk
Missoula residents during this trying and uncertain time. I am demanding a budget that
supports community wellbeing, rather than empowering the police forces that tear them apart.
As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to represent your
constituents. I am urging you to completely revise the budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year,
and to fund the social programs proven to be more effective than policing at promoting
community safety and equity. Have the courage to be a leader of the change this city, state,
and country desperately needs. Thank you for your time, 


-Sean Rudolf
103 Washington St. 
(406) 459-9194



mailto:seanrudolf@gmail.com
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From: Lisa Sirois
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Reallocate funding to the services that need them.
Date: Sunday, June 14, 2020 9:50:31 PM


To the Missoula City Council,


My name is Lisa Sirois and I am a resident of Missoula. I am writing today to
express my concern and ensure that the City Council adopts a budget that
prioritizes community well-being and redirects funding away from the police.


I have been a homeless service provider in Missoula for the last five years. We
rely on our police system for too much, asking officers to respond to situations
they are not trained for. I have attended the local Crisis Intervention Training
which claims to teach de-escalation and inform police officers of issues of mental
health or other crises. I hoped to come out of that training feeling prideful that our
officers are trained and prepared to respond to such situations. However, I came
out of the training more fearful of policing than I had been before. The 40-hour
training barely scratched the surface of crisis mental health response and how
could I expect it to? Police officers are not social workers or mental health
professionals. They never signed up to be them. So why do we continue to try to
make them something they are not, putting them into high-stress situations
working with individuals with complex needs, all the while holding a gun?


I ask you to ensure we are directing our funding towards services and programs
that promote a community of safety. We need more funding for housing programs
that promote long term solutions. We need more funding for mental health
services, both for moments of crisis and maintenance of symptoms. We need to
focus on our educators, and ensure they have the tools to teach our children. We
DO NOT need a new locker facility for the police.


I join the calls of those across the country to defund the police. I am demanding a
budget that adequately and effectively meets the needs of at-risk Missoula
residents during this trying and uncertain time. I am demanding a budget that
supports community wellbeing, rather than empowering the police forces that tear
them apart.


As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to
represent your constituents. I am urging you to completely revise the budget for
the 2020-2021 fiscal year, and to fund the social programs proven to be more
effective than policing at promoting community safety and equity. Have the
courage to be a leader of the change this city, state, and country desperately
needs.


Thank you for your time,


Lisa Sirois



mailto:lsiroi92@gmail.com
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From: sunshinesthroughice .
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Redirect Missoula Police Department Funding
Date: Sunday, June 14, 2020 6:59:18 PM


Hello, 


My name is Tracy Hall, and I’m a resident of Ward 1. I’m writing to demand that the
City Council redirects significant funds away from the Missoula Police Department and
toward resources that strengthen community wellbeing. 


Engen’s proposal to use $250k in TIF funding for police shower and locker room
upgrades is both poorly timed and an inappropriate use of TIF funding. The original
intent of a TIF program is to stimulate private investment with a blighted area that has
been designated to be in need of economic revitalization.


I ask for the City Council to revise the budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year, and to fund
the social programs proven to be more effective than policing at promoting community
safety and equality. As reported by the Billings Gazette last year, Montana ranked ninth
in killings by police per capita. In 2017, the Great Falls Tribune reported Montana police
killings reached a total higher than the previous six years. 


Defunding the Missoula Police Department means taking a serious look at where our
police system fails to serve the most vulnerable among us. I demand that we uphold a
community where people of color, homeless, at-risk, and mentally ill people can feel
safe. 


Defunding means decreasing some police department funding and increasing funding to
others who advocate and mediate conflict. This may include social workers, domestic
violence advocates, or professionals working with the homeless population. In situations
that do not require an armed officer present, we can and must facilitate other avenues for
conflict resolution. 


Thank you for your time, 
Tracy Hall
103 Washington St. 
Missoula, MT 
Sunthroughtheice@gmail.com



mailto:sunthroughtheice@gmail.com
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From: Jamie Reeves
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Rethink Police Budget
Date: Sunday, June 14, 2020 7:02:35 PM


Hello Local Officials,


I am asking for the complete and total defunding of the police. I am asking for you to halt using taxpayer dollars,
provided by me and my neighbors, to sponsor a force that makes my Black neighbors live in fear.


I want our city to adopt a new model of public safety- one that serves not only our white populations, but our black
and POC communities as well. Please care for our Black communities, and do your part! Speak up! Make change!
Do anything!


Signed,
Jamie Reeves



mailto:jamie.j.reeves@aol.com

mailto:Council@ci.missoula.mt.us






From: Devyn Hinchee
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: Your support is needed
Date: Sunday, June 14, 2020 6:10:13 PM


To the Missoula City Council,


My name is Devyn Hinchee and I am a resident of Ward 6. I am writing to demand
that the City Council adopts a budget that prioritizes community well-being and
redirects funding away from the police.


Many Montanans may be tempted to think the unique nature of such a vast, yet
sparsely-populated state minimizes the likelihood of police brutality in our small city
communities. However, as reported by the Billings Gazette last year, Montana ranked
ninth in killings by police per capita. In 2017, the Great Falls Tribune reported
Montana police killings reached a total higher than the previous six years. These
figures are alarming, but don’t tell the full story. Under Montana Code § 2-6-102 and
Article II, Section 10 of the Montana Constitution, police disciplinary records are
exempt from disclosure if there is an "individual privacy interest that clearly exceeds
the merits of public disclosure." Montana police forces operate within a culture of
impunity, and as the members of the communities they are supposed to be
protecting, we can’t even begin to grasp the scope of their violence.


In addition to these numbers, we saw just recently the Missoula police apprehend a
young Black person who was being held at gunpoint by a violent, militarized militia.
The police failed to keep him safe and failed to detain or question the militia members
who felt it was their role to step in and harass someone. I was under the impression,
as the daughter of a deputy sheriff, that the police were meant to "protect and serve."
If they aren't protecting a victim held at gunpoint, who are they protecting? If they
aren't serving a victim held at gunpoint, who are they serving? If you are unaware of
this event, you can read the full story directly from the victim's mouth on the ACLU
website here.


We are in the midst of widespread upheaval over the systemic violence of policing.
Empty gestures and suggestions of “reform” are inadequate and unacceptable. I am
demanding that real change be made to the way this city allocates its resources.


Support for communities in need is necessary now, more than ever. I am demanding
that the City Council meaningfully defund the Missoula Police Department. I join the
calls of those across the country to defund the police. I am demanding a budget that
adequately and effectively meets the needs of at-risk Missoula residents during this
trying and uncertain time. I am demanding a budget that supports community
wellbeing, rather than empowering the police forces that tear them apart.


Missoula is a wonderful town, but it is only in seeing the flaws of the things we love
and working with them to correct injustices that we are truly able to create beauty. I
am asking you to work with us, those of us who are calling for change. I understand
that taking a leap like defunding the police can be scary, but one day when the history



mailto:devyn.hinchee@gmail.com

mailto:Council@ci.missoula.mt.us
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books are written, you could be on the side of the leaders of a change that brought
the world into a brighter, more sustainable, caring, and supportive future.


As the City Council, the budget proposal is in your hands. It is your duty to represent
your constituents. I am urging you to completely revise the budget for the 2020-2021
fiscal year, and to fund the social programs proven to be more effective than policing
at promoting community safety and equity. Have the courage to be a leader of the
change this city, state, and country desperately needs.


Thank you for your time,
Devyn Hinchee
2018 S 12th Street West, Missoula, MT 59801
devyn.hinchee@gmail.com
707-293-6226



mailto:devyn.hinchee@gmail.com






From: carol miller
To: Grp. City Council and City Web Site
Subject: policing in missoula
Date: Sunday, June 14, 2020 5:38:15 PM


Now is the time to rethink and reimagine how we keep our community safe. The discussions
around redirecting funding away from an increasingly militarized police force make a great
deal of sense to me. As a white economically advantaged member of the community, I
recognize that the homeless, mentally ill, drug addicted or black, indigeneous, and people of
color (BIPOC) in our community do not enjoy the same level of safety from police violence.
BIPOC who are also homeless or mentally ill are especially vulnerable.  For years now we've
heard stories of police killing mentally ill people. We've heard way too many stories in this
epidemic of police killing black people. These stories are devastating. Let's find another way.
Let's deal with the root causes. Let's act in a way so that we don't rely on the police to do a job
they aren't effective at. Instead of having the police bust up homeless camps, let's invest more
to reduce homelessness. Instead of having the police respond to a 911 call, let's invest more
to reduce domestic violence and mental illness before it happens. Let's invest more in social
workers and teachers. 
I don't know how much funding should be redirected and I don't know the best places to
specifically target it, but I do know that this conversation can be started and I do know that
there are members and groups in this community with ideas. That's my charge to you. Start
the conversation. Missoula can take the lead, Missoula can do better. You have the power. 



mailto:carolmiller36@hotmail.com
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