
 

Missoula City/County Neighborhood Watch 

Introduction: 
 
Neighborhood Watch programs are the most effective means available for keeping crime out of 
neighborhoods.  It relies on the best crime fighting tool ever invented, i.e., a good neighbor.  
Fortunately, good neighbors are everywhere.  They live in houses, apartment buildings, urban, suburban 
and rural areas. 
 
The Missoula City/County Neighborhood Watch program is supported by the Missoula Sheriff's Office, 
the Missoula Police Department, and individual residents in a community-wide effort to reduce 
residential crimes.  It is neighbors working together with law enforcement make a great crime fighting 
team.   
 
What is Neighborhood Watch? 
 
Neighborhood Watch is a crime prevention program enlisting the active participation of residents in 
cooperation with local law enforcement to reduce the incidents and fear of crime in their communities.  
It involves neighbors getting to know each other to develop a program of mutual assistance.  It involves 
neighbors being educated in crime reporting and suspect identification techniques.  Finally, it involves 
neighbors using crime prevention strategies as tools to reduce crime in their communities. 
 
Why Neighborhood Watch? 
 
The community has the primary responsibility for fighting crime.  The most effective approach to 
fighting crime is a proactive one, including prevention.  This can happen when neighbors cooperate with 
each other to assist their local law enforcement agencies.  Neighborhood Watch members place stickers 
in their windows and post Neighborhood Watch signs on streets, warning criminals they are in an active 
Neighborhood Watch community, and the "neighbors are watching out for each other." 
 
Remember, you and your neighbors are the ones who really know what is going on in your community 
and there can not be a law enforcement officer on every corner.  Resident involvement is essential to 
combat crime. 
 
Participation Requirements: 
 
There are a few minor requirements to participate in the Missoula City/County Neighborhood Watch 
Program.  Every group must have at least one Block Captain.  This person serves as a contact point for 
the law enforcement agencies and well as the neighborhood.  Often the Block Captain attends quarterly 
meetings with other Block Captains and law enforcement representatives.  (Alternate Block Captains is 
acceptable so that no one person is responsible for attending meetings.)   
 
The other requirement is that every household within the watch group pays annual dues of $2.00.  This 
money is compiled with all the watch groups in Missoula and goes towards purchasing signs, window 
decals, assisting neighborhoods with block parties, and some operational costs.   
 



 
As an added benefit, quarterly newsletters are distributed from the Police Department.  Newsletters 
cover a variety of topics, from safety tips, local and up-to-date crime information, meeting information, 
and really anything any member would like to have addressed.   
 
How do I start a Neighborhood Watch Program?  
 
The Missoula Police Department or Sheriff's Office will assist any group of neighbors in starting a 
watch group.  A representative from either the Police Department or Sheriff's Office will be available for 
your first meeting to assist with the initial organization of the group and discuss crime concerns specific 
to your neighborhood or community.   
 
Talk to your neighbors.  Are they interested? Do they understand the value of a Neighborhood Watch 
Program?  Are they aware of, or concerned about specific crime problems in your area?  Be sure to 
mention the following information points in your conversation, especially if they are undecided about 
the benefits of a watch group:  
 

 Neighborhood Watch is a partnership between neighbors to assist local law enforcement 
(either the Police Department or Sheriff's Office) 

 Neighborhood Watch does not require frequent meetings 
 Neighborhood Watch does not ask anyone to take personal risks to prevent crime 
 Neighborhood Watch does not involve maintaining a schedule of neighborhood patrols 

by neighbors. 
 Law enforcement personnel will attend a meeting to answer questions about crime, about 

Neighborhood Watch, and provide information about police procedures. 
 
Set a meeting date far enough in advance to give everyone adequate notice.  Make sure the time is 
convenient for your neighbors as well as the law enforcement representative that will be attending.  
Distribute a flyer announcing the meeting and remind everyone a few days before to assure his or her 
attendance.  If you are anticipating a small group, have the meeting at one of the houses in the 
neighborhood.  The location should make everyone feel comfortable.  Everyone may not attend, and that 
is okay.  The program can still be successful with a majority of the neighborhood present.  You also do 
not need a large group.  One city block is still considered a neighborhood in Missoula and it is always 
easy to expand a watch group. 
 
If you have any questions, concerning starting a Neighborhood Watch or would like to set a first 
meeting, please call the Crime Prevention officer at 552-6335 for City Police or for County Sheriff's 
Office call 258-4810. 
 

Be a good neighbor and make your community safer by starting a Neighborhood Watch Program. 
 

 



Missoula Neighborhood Watch (MNW) -  
Responsibilities of a Neighborhood Watch Block Captain1  

 

1. Define the geographic boundaries of your area of responsibility (i.e. Block2) within your 
Neighborhood3. 

2. Solicit participation from residents in your Block and welcome new neighbors. 
3. Maintain your Block’s map, roster and contact information. 
4. Develop a Block communication system4. 
5. Serve as liaison to the MNW, or to a NW coordinator for your Neighborhood, if someone 

has taken that role. 
6. Hold at least one Neighborhood Watch meeting per year.5 
7. Obtain and monitor the condition of MNW street signs for your Block. 
8. Take training courses designated by the MNW and encourage Block residents to do so. 
9. Learn the safety and preparedness priorities of residents in your Block. 
10. Implement MNW safety and preparedness programs such as Operation Identification. 
11. Identify a Block Captain-in-training.  Pass on Block Captain duties at an appropriate time. 
12. Refer to the following references for more detailed information: 

a. General Neighborhood Watch:  
https://www.bja.gov/publications/nsa_nw_manual.pdf  

b. Handbook with printable forms:   Fletcher, D. E. and Kaip, S. (2004). Block 
Captain’s Handbook. Medford, OR:  Advantage Source Incorporated. 

c. Many guides are available online.  The following are examples: 
i. http://www.mesaaz.gov/home/showdocument?id=7842 

ii. https://www.ci.neenah.wi.us/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Block-
Captain-Guide.pdf 

iii. http://www.ci.antioch.ca.us/CityGov/Police/Block%20Captains%20Guide
%20web.pdf 
 

                                                           
1 V1.2, June 26, 2018 
2 ‘Block’ can encompass one or more geographic blocks in a neighborhood.  At a minimum, it should encompass 
both sides of the street in the block where the Block captain resides. 
3 Neighborhood refers to one of the 20 defined neighborhoods in the City of Missoula, or other designated areas in 
Missoula County.  See http://www.ci.missoula.mt.us/DocumentCenter/View/28261/Neighborhood-Council-Map   
for a list of neighborhoods and their boundaries. 
4 The Block communication system should interface with the MNW communication system. 
5 Bring your Block together for a social or other activity at least once a year.  An event can be held to 
commemorate National Night Out (first Tuesday in August), which can be the annual event. Funds from the MNW 
are available for these events. 
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