
Missoula Design Excellence Review: 
Design Variation Request Form

What is a Design Variation:

A Design Variation allows a project to use an alternative design approach to satisfy a particular design standard required by the Design Excellence Overlay. Design Variations are only allowed for design standards in 20.25.080, 20.25.081, or 20.25.082 respectively. Applicants must seek a Design Variation through Design Excellence Review. Applicants may apply for a Design Variation even when Design Excellence Review is not required; however, the request will trigger Design Excellence Review for the entire project.

The alternative design approach must satisfy the specified intent of the particular design standard. A Design Variation is not a variance, which provides relief from a requirement considered to be an unnecessary hardship. The Design Variation is required to meet the intent of the applicable standard in an alternative way. Reviewing staff will use the design guidelines in the Design Excellence Manual to determine whether an alternative design approach appropriately satisfies the intent of the design standard.

Design Variation review occurs concurrent with Design Excellence Review. A Design Variation may be submitted during the Design Excellence Review process where it resolves an issue identified during review. Following approval of a project, no further Design Variation is allowed, and changes must be made through either a new review of the entire project or through the Variance process.

To request a design variation/s, complete this form and include it with other required materials for the associated Design Excellence Review application.


	
	

	Project Site Address
	     

	Project Record No.
	     

	Design Excellence Sub-District:
	     

	Is this project in a Design Excellence Overlay Node?
	     













Design Variation Request Form
[bookmark: _GoBack]

	STANDARD TO BE VARIED FROM:
Provide the specific standard that a Design Variation is being requested from 20.25.080, 081, or 082.
	HOW IS THE INTENT BEING MET?
Use the space to describe how you are meeting the intent of the standard listed in 20.25.080. Please reference any and all guidelines from the Design Excellence Manual that apply to meeting the intent of this standard. Be sure to call out which design elements are being used as part of the alternative design, and point the reviewer to which materials include the referenced design elements.
If there are other design features that are being used that you think offset the impact of not meeting this standard, also describe that here.

	 
     
	     

	 
     
	     

	 
     
	     

	 
     
	     

	 
     
	     

	 
     
	     



(Use additional copies of this form if space does not allow for all of the Design Variations being requested).
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