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September 15, 2021 
Dear City Council Candidate, 
Thank you for your willingness to serve on the Missoula City Council if elected and your commitment to public service!
Missoula Neighborhoods and the League of Women Voters of Missoula will hold a series of City Council Candidate Forums and you are invited to participate. 
	Forum Date
	Participating Wards

	Wednesday September 29th
	Ward 1 & Ward 2

	Wednesday October 6th
	Ward 3 & Ward 4

	Wednesday October 13th
	Ward 5 & Ward 6



Because of COVID-19, the forums will be broadcast virtually via Zoom and on MCAT from the Missoula City Council Chambers, 140 W. Pine; the in-person event is not open to the public and there will be no interaction with the Zoom viewers. Candidates are allowed 2 guests each (masked and socially distanced) to accompany them to the City Council Chambers and watch at the event, as long as they remain quiet (no applause or cheering).  No campaign buttons, posters, or any other political signage is allowed, including on clothing.  
Purpose 
The purpose of the Candidate Forum is to give Missoula voters an opportunity to submit written questions to the candidates and hear your responses. The forums will follow the nonpartisan, unbiased and impartial format established by the League of Women Voters. League members will moderate and time-keep, and the League will screen questions submitted by the public for duplication and appropriateness.  
Forum Format
· 6-6:30 PM: Welcome and Setup
· 6:30 to 8:00 PM: 90-minute forum live broadcast 
· Event Introduction, moderator, approximately 10 minutes total.
· Opening candidate prepared statements, 2 minutes per candidate, approximately 8 minutes total. The moderator will have the candidates draw straws to determine the speaking order prior to the forum.
· 12-18 questions, as many as time permits. Candidates will have 1 minute each to respond. All candidates will be asked the same questions. The order candidates respond will rotate so each candidate will have an opportunity to speak first and last. 
· Closing candidate prepared statements, 3 minutes per candidate, approximately 12 minutes total.
· Closing comments, moderator, approximately 5 minutes. 

· 8-8:30 PM: Wrap Up

Questions
· Questions must be submitted in writing via email, by noon the Monday prior to the week’s forum event, to contacts@missoula-neighborhoods.org
· No questions will be taken during the event. 
· The League of Women Voters will screen the questions will be screened for duplication and appropriateness.
· Questions related to city-wide or Ward-specific issues are preferred, rather than neighborhood specific problems.
· All candidates will answer each question. 
· No questions directed at a single candidate will be accepted.
· Candidates will be asked as many questions as time permits.
· Each candidate will have the same amount of time to respond. Responses will be strictly timed to ensure fairness.
· The order candidates respond will rotate so each candidate will have an opportunity to speak first and last. 

Confirmation of Participation
Please confirm your attendance with Missoula Neighborhoods ASAP.  We appreciate your verbal and email responses but request that you sign and submit your official confirmation via the enclosed self-addressed stamped envelope.  If you have questions or concerns, please reach out to Missoula Neighborhoods.  We look forward to hearing from you and to your participation in this voter educational event. 

Sincerely,

Missoula Neighborhoods Coordinator, Colin Woodrow, woodrowc@ci.missoula.mt.us 
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