
VEHICLE  
PERMITTING 
PROGRAM

CITY OF MISSOULA

FOR COMPLAINTS  
ABOUT COMPLIANCE: 

CALL 406-552-6006 
 

OR
 

USE THE ONLINE REPORT FORM 
www.ci.missoula.mt.us/FormCenter/ 

I-Want-To-8/Report-Urban-Camping-308

FOR MORE INFORMATION

www.ci.missoula.mt.us/3356/ 
For-People-Seeking-Shelter

GENERAL RULES:

	› You must contain your trash.

	› Personal property must be stored  
inside the vehicle.

	› Permitted vehicles must be used for  
shelter and sleeping, not as storage only. 
One vehicle per permit.

	› Pet waste must be picked up and disposed 
of, and pets must be leashed.

	› No fires are allowed.

	› No structures associated with a permitted 
vehicle are allowed.

	› Generators must be stored and located on 
paved surfaces, and fuel must be properly 
stored in fuel containers.

TO OBTAIN A PERMIT:

Read the ordinance

Use this brochure  
to guide you

Call 406-552-6080 
Describe in the message the location  
of where your vehicle is parked.  
A Code Compliance staff member will 
visit your site. Permits are good for 30 
days and can be reissued twice for a 
maximum of 90 days in one location.



�ONLY TWO VEHICLES may be permitted  
on a block.

�NO MORE THAN THREE VEHICLES used  
for camping purposes are permitted per  
quarter mile on public streets.

WHERE IS CAMPING NOT 
ALLOWED IN A VEHICLE?

 <---------------------------- 1/4 MILE --------------------------->

WHICH VEHICLES ARE 
ALLOWED FOR CAMPING?

Or other recreational vehicles and cars  
with or without motive power designed  
for use as temporary living quarters.
As defined in 10.02.390, MMC

MOTOR HOMES CAMPING TRAILERS

TENT TRAILERS TRUCK CAMPERS

CAMPER VANS CAR CAMPERS 

LAST MODIFIED: February 9, 2026

WHERE IS CAMPING 
ALLOWED IN A VEHICLE?
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2
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�Adjacent to or immediately across 
from any parcel or lot containing a 
residential dwelling.

�Within 100 feet of a public entrance 
of any commercial business or 
nonprofit organization.�

�Within 300 feet of (approximately  
the length of a city block) of any 
shelter facility.

�Adjacent to or immediately across 
from the boundary of any public park.

�Adjacent to or immediately across 
from any parcel or lot containing any 
public or private school, including 
secondary, elementary, or preschool, 
or any lot or parcel containing a 
daycare facility. 

�In violation of any posted parking 
signs or painted curbs prohibiting 
parking or otherwise limiting the 
hours of parking.

�In a bike lane, median, sidewalk, 
public pathway or trail.
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www.ci.missoula.mt.us/
DocumentCenter/View/ 
74022/Ordinance-3763

READ THE ORDINANCE HERE:  


